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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  April 21, 2009
CONTACT: Mikal Duilio, IBL League Commissioner (ph) 866-IBL-GAME and Eric Bailey, IBL Media (ph) 503-720-5116
INTERNATIONAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE ANNOUNCES RETURN OF
THE OLYMPIA REIGN
Portland, Oregon—the IBL is proud to announce the return of the Olympia Reign. 
The Olympia Reign has been building a fan base and sponsorship support since March of 2008 when owner Mark Felton committed to joining the IBL. Last year, the Olympia Reign played two official IBL games-an away game at Bellingham and a home game against Snohomish County.  The home game featured a strong attendance of 750 fans from the Olympia area. Owner Mark Felton’s interest in the IBL stems from his days of playing college ball at the California Maritime Academy and from developing a talented traveling team and, said Felton, “We’re excited to bring high caliber basketball back to the state capital; we look forward to being active in the local community, doing charitable work with youth, and also to fielding a team that will showcase local talent from both Evergreen College and St. Martins University.” Felton credits the Kamilche Trading Post for their great support in helping bring IBL basketball to the capital city. Felton has been looking for a title sponsor for one year and found the Trading Post through meetings with Little Creek Casino (Shelton Washington). IBL Commissioner credits the same—“the Kamilche Trading Post sees the vision of an exciting, professional level basketball team in Washington”.
Head Coach Steve Smothers: Smothers was the coach for the Olympia Reign in their 2008 campaign and will return in 2009. Smothers played locally at St. Martins College, graduating in 1989, before continuing on as a graduate assistant on the team. He has coached in the pro-am circuit for several years in the Tacoma and Seattle areas. Says Smothers, “Our goal is to put an exciting team out there this year—hopefully a team that will truly compete. We are going to play a brand of basketball that is up and down the court and exciting for fans to watch. Being active in the local community will be a focus in 2009—as will developing our Olympia Reign brand so that people can be excited about 2010 when we embark on a full season.”
Partners and Sponsors for 2009: The Reign welcomes the support of the Kamilche Trading Post… and as well the Reign appreciates their other sponsors as well—agent Mark Felton of Framer’s Insurance Group, ProActive Sports Med, The Briggs Community YMCA and Knight Lawyers Inc.

About the Olympia Reign 2009 schedule: A normal team playing in the IBL—plays a 20 game schedule. The Olympia Reign will play 5 games (2 home games and 3 away games) in their 2nd season, before embarking on a full season next year (2010). Although each of the 5 games listed below count as official games in the IBL, the Oregon Reign will not compete for the overall IBL Championship in 2009—as 2009 is their ‘branding year’. A ‘branding year’ is the entry method for new teams in the IBL in which they play a few games to learn the industry. The Reign was officially accepted into the IBL but they still must go through this learning process to ensure success (being a minor league basketball team owner is complex in that the owner handles media relations, promotions, sales, gathers partnerships, venues, agreements, contracts, business operations and basketball operations. And the owner does all of this in an efficient manner relying on a lot of volunteerism and community support; the 5-game entry (as seen with the Olympia Reign 2009 schedule) gives an owner—a year to learn the industry without getting overwhelmed.
Olympia Reign 2 home games
Saturday
May 9th
7:00pm
Seattle Mountaineers @ Olympia Reign (Squaxin Island Indian Community Gym)

Thursday
June 25th
8:00pm
China-Shanxi Zhongyu @ Olympia Reign (Evergreen State College)
· Note about May 9th: The Reign will be hosting a 1 hour youth clinic for tribal youth prior to tip-off.

· Note about June 25th: The game on June 25th will be a double-header.  A 6:00pm game will feature the Central Oregon Hotshots vs. the Seattle Mountaineers, followed at 8:00pm by China Shanxi at the Olympia Reign.
· Ticket prices for the home games:  Tickets will be $6 for adults (18 and older) & $3 for youth (17 and under)
About the 3 away games:

Friday
June 12th

7:00pm
Olympia Reign
@
Tacoma Tide

(Stadium High School)

Friday
June 19th

7:00pm
Olympia Reign
@
Central Oregon Hotshots
(Warm Springs Rec Center)

Saturday
June 20th

7:00pm
Olympia Reign
@
Central Oregon Hotshots
(Warm Springs Rec Center)
###
INTERNATIONAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE LOOKS FORWARD TO FIFTH SEASON
Portland, OR—The International Basketball League is expecting 18 teams to play in the 2009 season. The 2009 season, which starts on Friday April 3rd and runs through and including Friday night July 3rd, 2009, is the league’s fifth season. Two unique features have distinguished the IBL from other professional basketball leagues-
Feature #1: an entertaining fast paced game

The original goal: IBL founder Mikal Duilio’s venture into minor league basketball was born out of a passionate belief that basketball was meant to be athletic and fun for players and spectators alike. Duilio’s vision is that every game, not just most games, is fun to watch; his ideal style of play was the 1980’s Lakers and in particular Magic Johnson. IBL Founder Mikal Duilio—“Basketball should be an athletic game that ebbs and flows rather than tiptoes along in unnatural stops and starts.” Two rules were designed to force every IBL game to be athletic in nature and exciting to watch. The two rules were tested and approved—in 11 exhibition games between Seattle and Portland starting in November of 2003 and played into mid-year 2004. The two rules were and are the following: 1) the basketball being immediately inbounded and 2) teams only allowed one timeout per twelve-minute quarter. Result after 4 years: The inaugural IBL season tipped off on April 7, 2005; the result was that IBL teams averaged 127 points per game and the games occurred in just under two hours. The second season (2006 season) for the IBL was completed in July of 2006 and after 249 games, that season also had a scoring average of 127 points per game. The formula worked.

Feature #2: extremely low travel costs

A basketball team has to make financial sense for an owner, so the IBL created the ‘one flight guarantee’ to reduce costs. Extremely expensive travel costs drive other minor league teams out of business within a few years; however, an alternative— a local league with no travel would not be intriguing… so the question is—how do you have an intriguing national or international league- without breaking the backs of the owners with too much travel? This question was answered with the IBL ‘one flight guarantee’. The IBL recruits teams in geographical clusters; a ‘cluster’ is defined as two to three teams within driving distance—with the result of these clusters being a schedule with tremendous variety—opponents from all over the nation (and world)—but with owners only having to fly one time per year.
Additional feature: Asian expansion
The International Basketball league began its campaign in 2007 to expand into several Asian markets including China, Japan, South Korea, and the Philippines. In the two years following the stated goal, four IBL teams went to China and multiple Asian teams have played in America; one team (Shanxi Zhongyu) even played a regular season within the IBL 2008 season… and in 2009 a team from Japan (Nippon Tornadoes) will play an official season in the IBL as well. The IBL is uniquely able to accommodate a team from Asia—because the IBL has ten teams all within a driving distance of Portland, Oregon; so when an Asian team joins the IBL, they can locate in Oregon and play all of their games out of one location (an Oregon basketball facility east of Springfield, Oregon—called the United States Basketball Academy).
Additional feature: Player development
The IBL did not start out with a goal to develop players; however, the fast paced play of the IBL produced great players who would then leave the IBL to go overseas after the season expired. IBL players are international in their destinations; after the 2007 IBL season, 102 IBL players went on to play overseas; that 2007 season established the IBL as the league to participate in—for players to get an overseas job and/or for players to maintain an overseas job.
Other highlights from the IBL

· Ten Asian teams have exchanged games with the International Basketball League. 
· Fourteen former NBA players have appeared in the IBL including former NBA All Stars Tim Hardaway, Dennis Rodman and Shawn Kemp. Two former NBA all stars have coached in the IBL—Terry Mills (full season) and Slick Watts (All Star game).
· An impressive attendance was garnered at an IBL game played in 2006 in Portland Oregon (at the Rose Garden) where 4,400 fans watched the Portland Chinooks beat the Vancouver Volcanoes—video available on the IBL web site; a year later, that attendance record was eclipsed when 6,000 fans saw the Elkhart Express (IN) beat the Grand Rapids Flight (MI)—that video also can be found on IBL web site (http://www.iblhoopsonline.com/teamGrandRapids.asp). 
For more info, photos & videos about IBL teams and/or the IBL, visit www.iblhoopsonline.com







